
1- prlor 9 Koverihor 1950, the Xll/3 SF Arty D n in Papa (F liO/l 30 ) was 
subordinate to the Hq III Array Corps in Ssekeofehervar (Q 1|0/Z 00) * Until 
7 June 19 -jO, the battalion, which had postal IIo 1131, v;as located in the 
new barracks installation south of Papa, on the west side of the read to 
fapolcaf oe {? 48/y 30), a short distance from the junction with the road 
to Papakovacsi (P bQ/0 39 ). The barracks installation, 'which also quarter- 
ed a motorized artillery regiment with postal Uo 193$, was still under 
construction. (1) From 7 June to 9 November 1950, the battalion was located 
xn a summer camp at Kecskemet (I 6/tl 95), in a woods about 6 1cm east of 
Kerekegyhaza {I 6/K 75) and northwest of the Kisnyir (I 6/iJ 05) railroad 
station. The battalion was quartered there together with a signal battalion, 
a light AAA battalion and a reconnaissance company. Upon completion of the 
summer training period,, the HP artillery battalion was deactivated. Until 
the beginning of September 1950, the battalion was commanded by T.'aior Emil 
Derces, about 20 years old, a former lathe operator and a Communist. IIo 
was detached to the Hq III Arry Corps in early September, and succeeded 
by Captain Ivan (inu), about hi\. years old * v/’ o was in command of the 
battalion until the date of deactivation* 


2 0 The SP artillery battalion in Papa numbered 12 officers and 1 nen* It 
■was organised into a headquarters, 1 signals platoon arid' 3 batteries- wi th 
each battery consisting of only 1 platoon equipped with' a light 76-iatn SF 
gun* The signals platoon had 3 model R/3 radio sets* Vehicles assigned to 
the battalion consisted of U sedans, 3 trucks and 3 weapon carriers, v;ith 
2 trucks and the weapon carriers being barred fron operation* The SP guns 
v/ere Soviet nouul. SU-?6s, but mounted another type of gun without muasle 
brake and did not have the typical housing for buffer and recuperator 
mechanism in front oi the mantlet* The personnel of the battalion wore reel 
service color until June 1950 and blue service color thereafter* Tho insignia 
on the collar patches was a small CP gun, not a tank. 

3* Basic training with the SP artillery battalion lasted one month* Special 

fifing -u or drivers, gunners, machine gunners and radio operators was started 
in tne summer . camp* In lata September and early October 19^0, the battalion 
participated in a large-scale ..field exercise hold in south Hungary in the 
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ares between the Danube and Theiss US.. vers * The field exercise terminated 
in the vicinity of Baja (X 6/s 28) * All crderrs given during the exercises 
were so worded that they did not 2 weal information on the type and 
designation of other units participating in. the exercise • The SP artillery 
battalion did not return to its hoi m station from the summer camp* 

^ Ac t iv^im _ of Vi evr gp Artillery Un its* 

to The IXl/3 SP Arty Bn was deactivated on orders by the Hq III A nay Corps in 
Ssekesfehorvar » The battalion was broken up into 16 elements which were 
largely used as cadre units for the activation of new SP artillery units* 

One of these elements was transfer reel xo Asss-od (Q ii8/ll 03} * It included 
Lieutenant Lassie Bihari, formerly corcr.isr danfc of headquarters personnel and 
about hO years old, and Lieutenant Kalioar Isso, formerly adjutant and 
about 36 years old* In the spring of 19vX, source learned .from Bihar! , 
who had meanwhile been, promoted to the rrhk of senior lieutenant, that ho 
had been appointed ccwmauder of a new J5P artillery battalion which was built 
up from the element in Asscd and subsequently transferred to Retsag (Q iiS/ 

H 6 ?)p The new battalion was still in Hetsog in early September 1951 „ (2) 
Another element, under the command of Captain Lasslo Juhasz, formerly 
motor transport officer and about 32 years old, was transferred to Polgardi 
(P 48 /k 06 )* In the spring of 19£l, sourc-5 learned from Juhasz that he 
served with an SP artillery battalion %n PoLgardi* A third element, under 
the conanand of Senior Lieutenant Nagy (fnn) , formerly supply officer and 
about 27 years old, went to Kalccaa (X 6/N 3’!)-* In the sunder of X?£L, 
source learned from the officer, who had been promoted to the rank of captain, 
that he served **s supply officer with an 3F artillery unit in Kaloesa* A 
fourth element under the command of Junior Lieutenant Kiss (f nu) , fo:? ’mar- 
ly battery officer, went to Tapolca (T U/D 3?) % a fifth element under Junior 
Lieutenant Arpad ft&atn&n, foncerly counter intelligencjo officer, to Kiskunfele- 
gyhaaa (X ifo 03)5 a sixth element under Junior Lieutenant Pal (fnu), 
formerly battery officer, to Miskolc (R h9/j 87) 5 a seventh element without 
officers to Vessprem (P 48 /D 78) | and an eighth element without officers 
to Magykaniasa (T k/k 26). Six other elements of the deactivated SP artillery 
battalion were also transferred to other posts, but source did not learn 
whether new SP artillery battalions were activated from them.* They included 
one under Senior Lieutenant Jossef Hollos!, formerly political officer and 
about 30 years old, which moved to Kiskiirhalas (X 6 /li 70)5 a second under 
Senior Lieutenant Hegyi (fnu) , formerly commanding • officer of the 1st Btry, 
which moved to Gyoengyoes (Q UB/j 2i*)s ard others without officers which 
moved to Marcali {T k/k *58), Pecs (X 5 /b 22), Her (P . 48 /X 81) and Sseksaard 
(Y 5/B 66)* Another element of the for^ei S? artillery battalion was reassigned 
to the guard battalion, of the Ministry of National Defense in Budapest* 

Senior Lieutenant Nagy (fnu)-. formerly cosm&nding officer of the 2d I try, 
was detached to the army corps headquarters in Kecskemet* (3) 

Arngr Corps Headquarta rs in Saekesf ehervaj^ end Kecskem et* 

$ * The Hq in Amy Corps was located in S^ekesfebervar 


| Non-classif led documents, which wore usually 
circulated at battalion level, mentioned only the postal numbers of units* 
Since the secret documents at the anay corps headquarters were never narked 
out for distribution, source was unable to determine other units subordinate 
to the corps, (h) In the summer of 19f/-u the IIX/3 SP Arty Bn was in 
the summer camp at Kecskemet* the batteii.r;h received correspondence from 
the Hq XU Army Corps through the Hq 12 it Inf Biv #iich was located at Kecs- 
kemet at that time* In tha fall of 1950 , the Kq 12th Inf Div was raised to 
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the status of army corps headquarters, remaining in Kecskemet, however, the 
Hq III Army Corps was not deactivated ; n Ssekesfehervar despite the 
activation of a new army corps in Kecskemet, at least until 9 November 
1950 when the Hl/3 SP Arty Bn was deactivated u Until that time, the AP 
artillery battalion continued to receive orders by the Hq III Army Corps 
in Szekesfehervar * (5) Source learned from officers that another SP artillery 
battalion was located in Suettoer (P b3/x 83) * but did not return to its 
home station upon completion of the 19>0 summer and fall training period 0 


ISi aca llaneous* 


6* The morale of the personnel belonging go the XIl/3 SP Arty Bn was poor 

because of uncertainty regaining the duration of the term of active > service 
anri because of letters from relatives telling of their distressed conditions 
at home, which contradicted the tales by political indoctrinators about 
the high standard of living of the Hungarian people. Relations between 
officers and enlisted men were strained because many officers attempted tc 
cover their poor general and technical knowledge by arrogant behaviour* 
Frequently lectures delivered by officers had to be corrected by enlisted 
nen« For example, the political officer was unable to answer satisfactorily 
questions regarding the Marxist doctrine to enlisted men who largely cam 
from Budapest and had received political indoctrination there* 


a) s. 


~| Comments , 


in Papa in Juno 1?50, and 
as hnlmplnp t»i an artillery mii± 1r? 


] belonging to a motorised artillery regiment 
was mentioned in several reports after March 1951 


^ The motorised artillery 

regiment was probably transferred from Papa to Kiskoeross. 


Kiskoeroes and Ksezel * Q 


] 
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(2) Another source said that two mechanised regiments of the unidentified ynedi aniaed 


division in Bsstergom were stationed in Asaod and Retcag respectively* On 
the basis of information regarding the organization of the third mechanised 
regiment of this divisi on, it is believ ed that a mechanized regiment has an 
organic tank battalion* I I * 3P artillery units are probably 

also components of the mechanized regiments , 

(3) Infantry units are known to be stationed at all posts specified* According 
to information from another source on the organisation of the infantxy 
regiment in f&entes, it is believed th at an infantry regiment has an organic 
SP artillery company. | | 

(h) For translations of ©report on the handling of classified military 

correspondence * and of a sample of a secret military letter, see Annex 1 
and 2o 


(5) The information confirms the headquarters of an army corps in Kecskemet* 

See I 1 


2 Annexes: 1 ~ report on the handling of classified material 
1 - sample of a secret latter.; 
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S gj^S in g of Classified Mat erial at the TIl/3 J5P Arty Bm 

Secret correspondence was typed on p&por marked by a yellow diagonal 
stripe which ran from the upper left to the lower right corner,, Classified 
mail was conveyed by couriers only. It t/as not to be handled by postal 
authorities. All incoming secret letters 7/ere accepted by the head of the 
classified records, off ice and logged in the record of classified documents * 

They were subsequently submitted tc the battalion commander who in turn 
controlled the distribution to the proper officers,. The head of the classified 
records office kept a distribution recoid rfo ich had to be signed by officers 
receiving secret documents. Each referent tad a strong-box for class if ic 5 
documents* whose key he turned in to the head of the classified record/ office 
daily after duty hours* These officers were the battalion commander., the 
political officer, the adjutant, the conm&rider of headquarters personnel, the 
supply officer, the paymaster, the motor transport officer and tho personnel 
ofxicer. After proper action had been taken, the secret documents were returned 
to the head of the classified records office. There were express orders that 
secret documents were to be handled by officers only. However, since the 
officers were in constant fear of disclosing military secrets in unclassified 
letters, an excessive number of secret letters were written, which overburdened 
the cu.icars m charge to such a dagroe uiat they r.ad the battalion cleric help uiem. 
Another reason that the officers asxoa enlisted clerks for help was the face 
that, on %; basis of their education they were unequal to their tasks because 
most of them came front the working clar;^ 
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